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Abstract Several basin-and-range systams of foreland-type were developed in Indosmian-Y anshanian in South
Ching and they becane “ a canposite basin-and-range systan” through mutal nfluence mterference and su-
permposition Based on detailed analysis of the U pperY angtze canposite basin-and-range system, it is believed
that the camposite basin-and-range systan has been fomed through the closing of Paleotethys archipelagic o-
cean the convergence and collision ofmultiple blocks and orogeny The researches reveal that n the long-tem
evolution of basmn-and-range coupling and canposite evolution since Indosinian, Longmen Mountain Daba
M ountain Jiangnan uplifted tectonic zone and their foreland basins have not only led to the fom ation of several
canposite basin-and-range systans but have also led to the final fomation of the huge canposite basin-and-
range system w ith “ three mountains and one basin”, i e Longnen-Daba-Jiangnan uplift com posite basin-and-
range systan, also called the UpperY angtze canposite basin-and-range systan for short A fier Indosmnian— Ear
ly Yanshanian the UpperY angtze canposite basin-and-range system, together w ith the other camposite basin-
and-range systams i South Ching have entirely been refomed and finally resulted in the present camplicated
basin-and-range structures and appearances

Key words foreland basn basin-and-range systan, basm-and-ranges coupling Palaeotethys archipelagic
ocean South Chma
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